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1. The Communal Gas Company is a part of the former Bucharest Gas and Electricity
Company. The latier company had been a Franco-Belgian firm, but it was
nationalized in 1948. At this time an independent electric corporation was
set up and attached to the Ministry of Flectricity, and the gas company was

amalgamated with the Sonometan Natural Gas Company.

in 1950 Sonometan was

divided; Scvromgas received most of the sources and wells (along with the
carbon black and ceramics factories), and the Communal Gas Company undertook
the distribuiion of gas in Bucharest. Botih companies belonged to the Ministry
of Mines and Petroleum. The Communal CGas Company was, in fact, the sales
organization of Sovromgas and was later attached to the Ministry of the
Interior. Sovromgas had the gas conducted through its own pipes to a center
in the town, from which the Communal Gas Company distributed it to the custom-
ers and collected the money. Up to 1950 the gas distribution compary paid
the Ministry of lMines and Petroleum for the gas, but later pald Sovromgas

instead.

“

2, The 0ld gas company was located in Bucharest, Blvd. Dacia 3l. Until 1947 the
gas company produced gas from Turkish anthracite and brown coal from Petrosani,
After the company‘’s nationalization and amalgamation with Sonometan in 1548, the
old factory was dismantled and the company delivered only natural gas.

3+ There was a 20=year old underground network of gas pipes but it was greatly

demaged. A new complete ring of gas pipe around the industria) center of the
¢i%y had been built by the Germans under Antonescu in 19L42-43 and served
guch industries as the Bucharest Refinery (Baneasa), the workshops of the
Bucharest Tramway, and mills in Soseaua Stefan cel Mare, The pipe line

.-~ began at Soseaua Stefan cel Mare, ran along the Bulevards Grozavesti and General
Magheru, past the old gas factory in Blvd. Marasesti, and back to Soseaus
Stefan cvel Mare, Im 1948, new pipes were laid across the center of the ring
and served such industries as the 23 August (formerly Malaxa)} factory,
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’Republica Metallurgical fachtury and the Filaret Power Station. Natural gas
was conducted through the old pipes undér only 50 mm. pressure, but through °
thée "héw onés under a pressure of 500 mm, In 1950 some of the old pipes were
replaced with a line serving small factories and private hcuses, and the
remaining old pipes went out of use, 1eaving 1,500 out of 3,000 customers
without gas. )

Natural gas is brought to Bucharest by Sovromgas from Transylvania, where there
are large gasometers at Sarmssu. The new Agnita-Botoarca gas pipe line,

b1t ‘specially for Bucharest, begen operations in 1950. The old methane gas
pipe line from the oil flelds came from the Pra.hova district and was laid

to Bucharest via Ploesti,

Batween 15 and 20 percent of the whole production of naturel gas is used

for domestic heating and the rest for industry. Gas is not used for 1lighting,
Seurce believes that the maximum consumption of natural gas in Bucharest in
1951 vwas 900,000 cubic meters per 2 hours in winter. Im 1951 all owners and
administrators of bulldings were ordered to install gas-in order to save fuel
0il. By the end of the year 95% of all owners hed complied. ,
Thé Cofmmnal Gas Company employs approximately 300 people, 50 of whom are
paid according to goverrment official scales. Unskilled workers edrn from
3,000 to 6,000 leil monthly while skilled mechanics can earn up to 25,000
lei by working on a type of Stakhanovite system, which requires slmost super- L
human effort. These wages were in effect prior to the monetary reform.

Thé annual budget of the Communal Gas Company is composed of two types of
‘expensest Investments and current expenses. The investment budget is worked
out according to the plan fixed by the Plaming Commission and the necessary
funds are mrovided by the State Bank for Investments. The budget for
current’ expenses 1s determined by income from customers and the quantity of
gas delivered, According to the latest regulations only 30,000 lei could

be kept by the cashier al any one time, ALl accounts have to be completed

. by 12330 p.m, and cash taken to the State Bank by 3 p.m. Sala.ries and funds

for other payments are made with the aid of barnk drafts. In 1950 the turne

- over of the compary was more than 1,200 milllon lei.

8°‘
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The following personalities are knowns

2., longhin Popescu, General Mansger. 50X1-HUM
\ |formerly an employee of the gas and 50X1-HUM
electricity company. He is a Party member and was popular until he
became director. } ’ ’ 50X1-HUM

b. Origorie D-mj.treécun Chief Accountant. | |
He is the real manager of the enterprise and receives a salary . )
of 40,000 1si. He is a Party member and has a vicious personality.. 50X1-HUM =
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